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TheWord wasmadeflesh and dwdt amongus

Thereisone mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.

eral yearsago | wasinvited to speak for two weeksin special meetings. My topic was
to bethe deity and the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. | was about to discover a
uliarity in thethinking of some of God's saints—apeculiarity that | believe diminishes

ur understanding and appreciation of the Gospel.

For the first week | emphasized
the deity of Christ, that He was the
Word madeflesh. Hewasthereat the
cregtion. Itisclear that God madedll
things by Jesus Christ.EPhesias39 The
apostle John tells us that all things
were made by Him and without Him
was not anything made that was
made.®™ 12 That was the Word.
There could have been no mistake
about my unqualified embrace of the
deity of Christ.

The second week | empha-
sized the humanity of the Lord

beginning of human history, Adam
made the decision to hearken to
Eve'sinvitation to eat of thefruit of
the knowledge of good and evil in
an act of disobedienceto God. The
Bible saysthat by one man’sdisobe-
dience many were made sinners.
Now it would take the obedience of
another man, his counterpart, for
many to be made righteous.

At the very moment that Adam
sinned, God was aready prepared

He might redeem them that are un-
der the Law. It seemsthat except for
sin, He was to be of the same sub-
stance asthe sinnersthat He wasto
redeem. Hebrews 2:16 tells us,

“...verily Hetook not on himthe na-
ture of angels; but He took on him
the seed of Abraham. Whereforein
all thingsit behooved Him to made
likeunto hisbrethren....” Romans1:3
likewise tells us that “Jesus Christ
was made of the seed of David ac-
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By Dick York

In His human lineage, the Bible
traces His genealogy from Adam
through Seth, through Abraham,
| saac, Jacob, Boaz, Jesse, David and
finally through Mary, the woman
whose seed He was, as prophesied
in Genesis 3:15. Inthe creation, the
Word of God acted quiteexclusively
of the humanity in which Hewould
appear. And there would also be a
time when that humanity would ful-
fill His purpose distinctly from the

deity He had manifested to the
world. That timewould beat the

Jesus, amatter of incomparable
importanceto our appreciation
of the Gospdl . Aswe considered
how absolutely human Jesus
became at Hisbirth, whichwas
a blessing to most, it seemed

that somefolkswanted Himto
be one hundred percent God,

but they preferred Him to be
only fifty percent man.

Man of sorrows! What a name
for the Son of God who came
ruined sinnersto reclaim.
Hallelujah, What a Savior!

cross where Jesus would cry
out, “Eli, Eli, Lamasabacthani!
My God, My God, Why hast
thou forsaken me?’ There, as
man, Jesus died for Adam’s
race. And, as Paul noted in Il
Corinthians5:14, if onedied for
al, thenwereall dead. God did
not diethat day, mandied. The
whole human racewas executed

Thefactis, however, that our
salvation hingeson Hishumanity, the
truth that there was a perfect manto
pay the penalty for depraved human-
ity. If God could have justified the
salvation of mankind without the
death penalty being administered to
man, there would have been no need
for the birth of the Lord Jesus
through human parentage, and His
death on the crossasaman forsaken
by God.

Sometime very shortly after the

with the solution that He had pur-
posed from before the foundation of
theworld. It involved someone that
Hecalled “ The Seed of theWoman.”

Hewould be called that because He
would be an absolutely human be-
ing who would be born of ahuman
mother, asall human beingsare, but
without ahuman father. God would
be His Father. The apostle Paul de-
scribes Jesus as being made of a

woman, made under the Law, that

cordingtotheflesh.”

Thedifference betweenthose He
came to save and He who came to
savethem wasthat Hewasthe only
descendant of Adam who did not
share the sin of Adam’s nature. He
wasaman asAdam had been before
thefal. Hewas, in fact, the Word of
God madeflesh. Asaconsequence,
therewasin Christ at the sametime,
in the same person, the Word of God
and adescendant of Adam.

in the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ. That, according to the Scrip-
tures, was the purpose of the incar-
nation. He came to die, something
immortality cannot do.

When referring to the sacrifice
that was made for sin at Calvary,
Scripture makes much of the body
of the Lord Jesus. It was His physi-
cal being that was put to death, the
seed of thewoman, Mary’s Son. Be-
causeitisnot possiblethat theblood

of bullsand goats should take away
Continued on page 2
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THE CALL OF GOD

Walk Worthy!

In Ephesians 4:1, Paul says, “I
therefore the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you that ye walk worthy of
thevocation wherewith yeare called.”
Who is worthy? | shall never be wor-
thy of this great call of God. Never-
theless, theway | walk isvery impor-
tant. Our walk should be as good or
even better than our talk. When a
young prince is growing up, he will
always be reminded that some day he
will be the king; therefore, he should
live hislifeaccordingly.

Our heavenly vocation is much
greater than anyone could ever have
in this world. This is why Paul goes
on to say that we should walk with all
lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another
inlove. The fact that | am not worthy
of such a high calling humbles me
when | remember the pit of sin from
which the L ord Jesus has brought me.
Knowing that Jesus, the Lamb of God,
is the only One who is worthy Rev- 412
helps us to treat our brothers with
meekness, forbear any shortcomings
they have, and enables us to keep the
unity of thespirit inthe bond of peace.

Just look at therag tag motley crew
that our Lord has saved and taken
upon Himself to transform into His
most precious image. We are much
like David's band of men who came
out of all quarterslooking for refuge.
They, aswe, were outcasts from soci-
ety, lawbreakers, enemies of the rul-
ers of the day. But like them, we all
have the hope of a coming King that
will rule righteously, and He has
promised that we shall be fit to rule
and reign with Him. David took these
misfits and formed them into a fine
army. His strength was the God of |s-
rael. He was loyal to God and to his
men. They, in return, became very
loyal and loved David, their king, and
were willing to risk their lives just to
please him in anyway that they could.
Even when he desired water from the
well of Bethlehem, they hazarded their
lives by breaking through the armies

of the Philistines and brought it to him.
1l Samuel 23: 15,16

Jesus, of course, isalso forming usinto
Hisvaliant army. He has proven His love
and loyalty to us far beyond what anyone
could ever do. When we came to Him for
refuge, He gave usall agreat hope, which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the vail. Heorews6:1819

Job also had taken hold of this great
hope through faith in the promises of God
who cannot lie. ™52 (These promiseswere
given before the foundation of the world
and have been there for al those who be-
lieve). Thisgreat hopethat he had wasthe
way he found grace to endure the many
fiery tridsthat came upon him. Listen to the
words of thistrue believer: “For | know that
my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth. And though
after my skin wormsdestroy thisbody, yetin
my flesh shall | see God.” 2019242

In order to walk worthy of the Lord we
must have grace. It seems that a lot of
people who profess to be Christians are
not finding much grace. When grace is
present, thereisthefruit of its presencein
our lives. That isthelife of Christ himself
being lived out in the believer. Many
Christians today are failing because they
believe they should live better lives and
are struggling to do so. They need to quit
struggling and start resting in the prom-
ises. The branch cannot bear fruit unless
it abides in the vine. The branch does not
struggle to abide in the vine but is kept
and nourished by the vine; it simply rests
in the vine where it was devel oped. Faith
is the means unto grace and victory. “For
by grace are ye saved through faith ...."
Ephesians 2.8 “ For ywhatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and thisisthe vic-
tory that overcometh the world, even our
faith.” 1%ms4 | et us be confident of this
very thing, that He who hath begun agood
work in uswill perform it until the day of
Christ. | pray with Paul, that our love may
abound yet more and more in knowledge
and in all judgment, that we may approve
things that are excellent, that we may be
sincere and without offencetill the day of

Christ; being filled with the fruits of
righteousness which are by Jesus
Christ, unto the glory and praise of
GOd. Philippians 1: 6-11

Whenwefall from grace, we have
no rest. We struggle in our own
strength, boast of any slight victory
that might come our way and com-
plain of the many hardships we have
to endure for His sake. Complaining
and murmuring isthefruit of the flesh
and a sure sign of the lack of grace.
Whenever we become unthankful we
are falling from grace.

There remaineth therefore a rest
to the people of God. Let us labour
therefore to enter into that rest, lest
any man fall after the same example
of unbelief, Heorews4:911 Don’t be afraid
of or confused by the word labour. It
simply means to press or to hasten.
Chapter six continues with this
thought: “And we desire that every-
one of you do shew the samediligence
to the full assurance of hope unto the
end. That ye be not slothful, but fol-
lowers of them who through faith and
patience inherit the promises. He- 61112

Beloved, the promises of God are
surer than anything, and the grace of
Godisherefor each and every oneof us
to enjoy. The writer of the book of He-
brewssays, “ L et ushavegrace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with rev-
erence and godly fear.” Herews1228 Qnly
unbelief can keep usfromliving alife
full of grace.

To walk worthy of our Lord Jesus
isindeed very important. We can only
do it by humbling ourselves and con-
tinuing in the way we started. “Asye
have therefore received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted
and built up in him, and established
in the faith, as ye have been taught,
abounding therein with thanksgiving.
Bewarelest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments
of the world, and not after Christ.

Colossians2-8
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sin, Jesus said to the Father when He
cameinto theworld, “ Sacrificeand
offering thou wouldest not, but a
body hast thou prepared for me.”
Hebrews 10:45 The Apostle Paul wrote
that, “Hewho knew no sinwasmade
sinfor us....” The apostle Peter ex-
plainshow “[Jesus] hisown self bare
our sins in His own body on the
tree....” IPaer224

When Jesus went to the cross, it
was so that the body that bore our
sins—indeed that had literally been
made sin—might be destroyed. Paul
said, “Knowingthis, that our old man
iscrucified with Him, that the body
of sinmight bedestroyed, that hence-
forth we should not serve sin. That
body that went to the cross was the
body of sin, made that way for us,
that we might be made therighteous-
ness Of GOd in HI m. 2 Corinthians 5:21

Itisunderstandablethat the saints
are sometimes defensive about the
deity of Christ because there are
many cultish attacks on the person
of our Lord Jesus from those who
would diminish Him and make Him
to be nothing more than one of the
prophetsor amereman. Andwhois
able to understand perfectly or ar-
ticulate adequately theone personin
all history who is one hundred per-
cent God and one hundred percent
man. There can be no greater mys-
tery than that. But to grasp the glo-
rious truth of the Gospel, we must
realize what He did as a man, and
why. Is there a distinction made in
Scripture between the deity and hu-
manity of Christ? Can | adequately
discussit? Perhapsnot, but | will try.

The paragraph that followsisnaot,
as some might see it, a rebuttal of
thedeity of Christ, but rather an un-
derscoring of theimportance of His
humanity intheaccomplishing of our
redemption.

The Body that God prepared for
Jesus, unlike the eternal Word, had
abeginning inthewomb of Mary. It
was to be identified as the incarna-
tion of theWord, and waseven called
Emanuel, God with us. But, at the

Continued on page 3
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same time, it was to be distinctly
human. In Romans 1:3,4 Paul said
He was made of the seed of David
according to theflesh, and declared
to be the Son of God according to
the Holy Spirit. The writer of He-
brews describes Him as the seed of
Abraham. Heb. 2:16

The Bible refers to “the Son of
man” ninety-fivetimes, and many of
theseare Jesusreferring to Himself.
Forty-seven times it speaks of the
“Son of God,” most of those are
other peoplereferring to Jesus. The
phrase, “God the Son” never appears
in Scripture, but thisisthetitle that
seems to be the object of most de-
fensiveness among those who
struggle against an emphasis on
Jesus humanity.

The apostle John identifies the
Godhead in | John 5:7 asthe Father,
the Word and the Holy Ghost. The
Wordwasmedefleshand dwedtamong
us, andinHisincarnationiscalled the
Son of God. The Bible declares that
“InHimdwellethdl thefullnessof the
Godhead bodily.” Coossas29

Before His birth, the Bible tells
us, He was in the form of God and
thought it not robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no

reputation, and took upon Him the
form of aservant, and was madein
thelikenessof men. And being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.

No reputation? Obedient? Death?
None of these words describe God.
They describetheman. Hecameinto
the world to be the last (terminal)
Adam, and to die as aman (the per-
fect man) for al of Adam’srace. The
reason Heiscalled thelast Adamis
because, in God's view, His death
was the death of every member of
Adam’srace. When He died we all
died. If one died for all, then were
a“ dead 2 Corinthians5:14

There is nothing that is more
worthy of our emotional response
thanisthe Gospel story. Itisalove
story of the greatest magnitude. To
be moved to tears by the gifted
preaching of the cross is a good
thing. Butitismorethanalovestory
to be received with much emotion.
It is facts upon which faith can re-
pose. And the hardest fact isthat at
Calvary God put man to death. The
righteous judgment of God was
poured out upon Adam’s race, rep-
resented fully by thelast Adam. The
perfect manwasmadesinfor usand,
as sin personified, was executed to

satisfy therighteous sentence of God
upon Adam’s guilty race. Sin was
condemned in the flesh of the man
Christ Jesus.

Although God wasin Christ rec-
onciling the world unto Himself, it
was not God who died at Calvary, it
wasthe humanity in which God had
revealed Himself. The man Jesus
cried out, “My God, My God, why
hast thou forsaken me?’ and withthe
full tale of thesinsof the humanrace
upon him, the last Adam died under
God'sextreme penalty for sin. What
amarvelousmystery!

Man of sorrows, what anamefor
the Son of God who came, ruined
sinnersto reclaim. Hallelujah, what
aSavior.

If the story had ended at Calvary,
God's justice would have been sat-
isfied, but His plan to bring many
sonsinto glory would not have been
accomplished. The whole purpose
for creation would have failed. It
would have been a tragic end for
Adam’srace because, when the last
Adamdied, Adam'sentireracedied
with Him. It would have been a
hopel essend indeed.

But now the penalty was paid.
Adam’s blemished race was put
away. Theonemanwho qualifiedto
diefor dl hadtakenal menwithHim

to the grave. Adam’s humanity was
dead. When Jesus' body was cruci-
fied, the veil was torn and the way

into the holiest place was opened.

But now that all were dead, who

would enter in?

That is the Gospel, friend. That
iswhy therewasaresurrection. Jesus
wasraised fromthe dead by theglory
of the Father. In Hisresurrected body
Heis “The second man.” Heisno
longer identified with Adam. He is
the head of a whole new race, the
new creation. He is the first begot-
ten from the dead R*@#@ion 15 gnd now,
al who are in Christ by faith are
made alive with Him. Our glorious
hope isin that man who was dead,
but is alive forever more. Thereis
one God, and now there is one me-
diator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesuswho gave Himself
aransom fOf al | . | Timothy 2:5,6

It is essential that we recognize
the significance of the humanity of
Jesus Christ who died as a man by
the righteous decree of aholy God.
Itisnot just something that happened
for us, but something that happened
to us. By man came death, and by
man came the resurrection from the
dead. Through the death and the res-
urrection of theman Chrigt Jesus, God
hasbrought many sonsintoglory. <

GOD REALLY CARES

God caresfor His sheep; and He
also caresfor thelost. He seeswhere
they are, He knows their misery
without Christ, and Hewantsto save
them because Heis not willing that
any should perish. He has no plea-
sure in the death of the wicked, but
that heturn from hisway and live.

A verse in Matthew reminds us
of that care: “But pray ye that your
flight be not inthewinter, neither on
the Sabbath day.” Christ was con-
cerned about those in Judea who

Tim Montgomery

wouldfleefor their lives. PerhapsHe
wanted them to have rested one
more time before that trial would
come. Our Lord istruly concerned
withthesmallest detailsof our lives.

God’sPlan, to save Many

God hasthe same concernfor the
spiritual well being of those who
don’t know Him yet. He doesn’t
want them to perish and He has a
plan to save many.

Listen to the Scriptures:

“ By his knowledge shall my righ-
teousservant justify many. ...” 'sihs31t

“ S by the obedience of one shall
many be made rightwus.” Romans5:19b

“For it becamehim—in bringing
many sonsto glory....” Hebrews210

These arejust afew of the many
Scriptures that say God is going to
save many. There are al so passages
that say only afew will enter in. So

n
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will few be saved or many? Or, are
both true?

Some would interpret ‘few’ to
mean that in any society Christians
will alwaysbetheminority. But think
back to the revivalsthat took place
inthe United States. How many were
saved then, few or many? From the
accounts I've heard, there were
many.

Consider Australia. Right now
there are few saved there. But that

Continued on pag%G




Time has been flying by so quickly here.
Yesterday as we drove to Church, | asked
Cherry how many Sundays we have been
here. Wow, four Sundays! If | am not
careful, we will be planning on heading back
to lvory Coast before we have done all the
things we have to do. We have been having
a lot of company. | finally walked over to
our neighbors yesterday for the first time.
He said he has been wanting to come and
visit us, but thought we had so much
company that we could not accommodate
his visit.

We already have had several people we
knew from Ivory Coast visit us—MK’s and
a traveling missionary couple. Our
daughter, Julie, is here on leave from Fort
Drum, New York, which has been a joy to
us.

Our daughter Andrea has started
summer school, has about three more
weeks of that and is looking for a teaching
position here in this area. She hopes to be
able to teach and continue taking a few
classes for her Master’s degree.

Our son Brishin is looking for a job, |
actually think he may have one. One of the
men from our Church is the manager of a
large seed warehouse and he has some job
openings. They use a temporary job
placement office, so we will be going there
today. He also has an appointment for his
college this morning.

| have been
trying to get
some materials
organized for
presentations of
the ministry in
Ivory Coast, but
have been
having trouble with getting computers
to cooperate with me. The farm has a
lot of work for me as well. Then, | have
been visiting with people and helping
my children with some of their
problems. | realize how little | have
trained them in some areas of life for
Stateside living. They are not always
wise in their decisions. In some ways it
is just like Africa. People make bad
choices sometimes because no one has
showed them the good ones.

| am sure you have been praying
for us as we have made the adjustment
back into the States. The Lord has been
good and faithful to meet our needs.

Cw
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We have a house, transportation and
plenty of provisions. Driving home
yesterday, we were talking about the
adjustments we have to make after
living years “on
the field.” One of

my daughters

said, “Yeah, we

LS are 220 and
people here are
110 (referring to

the electrical
power). | thought
about that. Added
to that is our tribal
experience of 12-
volt power, and

you begin to
understand why things sometimes get
out of whack. Like many things we buy
today, we are adaptable. Plug us into
110 or 220, it doesn’t matter too much.
We will be going up to Washington
State this week. It will be our first time
traveling far. Julie returns to her service
as well. I keep believing that things are
going to slow down a little so we can
make some plans for visiting people.
We will be seeking opportunities for
ministry to fit into our itinerate ministry
in the Loma and Loron tribes, which we
feel will take about six months out of a
year. Rejoicing in Him, Jerry & Cherry

e

TheBall Family

Mike Ball and his family, as most of you
know, after twelve yearsin Mexico, isbeing
directed by the Lord to begin to minister the
Word in Africa, specifically in Tanzania. This
spring they returned to Wyoming and came to
the annual SFMI Conference at Rockaway,
Oregon, where Mike ministered a good word.
About the time you read this, Mike will be
enroute to Tanzania with a small team includ-
ing Richard McDaniel and Jim Lucas. For Mike
it will be areconnaissancetrip, after which his
present plan isto return with hisfamily for an
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indefinite term of ministry.

To accomplish this, Mike has
been willing to both minister the
Word and work with his hands. We
praise God for that attitude, and
strongly encourage it. It has every-
thing to do with a “missionary atti-
tude.” Followingisabrief notefrom
Mike.

| have been going to the jail

here in Torrington on Wednesdays. They
have about adozen Mexicansinthere. Due
to a break-out at the jail, however, the
ministry there has been put on hold for a
while. We may have a Bible study to take
its place with a young man in Torrington.

I’ ve been teaching some of the material
that we will be teaching in Africa in the
adult Sunday school in our sending church.
| believe that is going well. We are just
starting a new Bible study next week on
Fridays in Douglas, Wy., about 2 hours
from here. That is where | have been
working part time. We will be going over

the same material there.

Also thereisplenty of work around the
place here. The place we live on has 160
acres. Thekidsare in the midst of painting
one of the out buildings. We bought some
chickens and are looking to buy a cow or
steer to pasture and then butcher later in
theyear. Well that will give you alittle
catch-up about us.

We have been quite busy this summer,
speaking at camp, teaching Sunday School,
and some Bible studies, aswell asworking
part-time.

| am scheduled to fly out of Chicago
Sept. 2 for Tanzania, and will be gone six
weeks, returning Oct. 17, Lord willing.
Faith will be home inYoder with the kids
most of that time, except for a short jaunt
to Utah for awedding.

Please keep us in your prayers as we
will be deciding (after this trip) whether
the family should go to Tanzania.

In Christ’s name,

Mike and Faith and family

TheTim Montgomery family

The Schnakenber g family
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In our last letter we
mentioned that we
were to write a letter
to our immigration of-
ficer after which he
would try to get us the
okay to get back to
work in public minis-
try. That permission was not granted.
Instead, we were asked to go up to
Canberra, the Australian capital, and
make a formal application for a police
check through the Russian Consulate
there. So we have done that.

Upon arriving home, we received an
e-mail from Kenya with some good
news. Our friend there has managed to

get the police check from that end. It
is in the mail and should be here any
day!

With that good news, | called our
immigration officer again. | told him
that we had made the formal applica-
tion with the Russian Consulate, and
that the Kenyan check was on the way.

We have now been instructed as
follows. As soon as we receive the pa-
pers from Kenya, we are to send them
to him. He will then make request that
an allowance be made and our visas
be issued to us immediately since we
will by then have gotten to him two of
the three police checks that were
needed. (The three were Russia,
Kenya, and the US.) There’s no guar-
antee yet, but he seems quite hopeful
that we will get our visas at that point,
even if the Russian check hasn’t come
through yet. Please pray....again!

Ken, the 78-year-old man you've
been praying for passed away a few
weeks ago. We are incredibly blessed
that we can say that we believe he is
with the Lord! Ken represented a large
investment of time on our part. But it
was time well spent. What kind of value
can you put on a soul?

God bless! We'll keep you informed
as our visa situation develops. We look
forward to being able to get back out
and minister to the lost here.

In His love,

Tim and family

Atotonilco, the municipal seat of the county of the same name, sitsin avalley on
the very edge of the Highlands of Jalisco State and has a population of approxi-
mately 60,000. Known in time past as the Garden Spot of Jalisco, for its abundant
production of oranges, lemon, and limes, it is better known today for its production
of tequila, though the main occupation is ranching. The town has two high schools,
three secondary schools, a dozen catholic churches, an historic cathedral, and arich
history as one of the oldest communities in post-Hispanic Jalisco.

Most evenings, and always on Friday and Saturday evening, the downtown plaza
fillswith young and old, who stroll around the kiosk or sit in the benches under the
large lemon trees. Giddy teenagers go with friends for a pizza or visit the disco
lounge off the plaza, while their parents discuss the harvest, business or town gos-
sip. On Sundays, the streets of Atotonilco fill with visitors, as people pour in from
the fifty- some communitiesthat encircle the town. They cometo buy, to visit the big
city, to see friends and to attend mass at the massive cathedral on the town square.

Thetown hasno moviethe-
and only one super market,
ner stores.

Atotonilco does have
other town in Jalisco — at
port. While industrious-
mark, drunkenness and al-

ater, no skating rink, no fast food chain
though there are hundreds of cor-

more bars per capita than any
least, according to one re-

nessistheHighlands hall-

coholism is rampant.

Atotonilco El Alto has
agave, the plant used for te-
than any other municipality in
home of Don Julio, 7 Leguas and
tional and internationally known
drinking and drunkenness isaway of life.

Thisisadeeply Catholic area, with an almost fanatic adherence to the teachings,
myths and superstitions of the Roman church. The Highlands boasts of being the
birthplace of the Cristero Revolution, a bloody episode in the history of Mexico
when mobs fought the federal government in an effort to throw off the anti-cleric
laws the government sought to impose. The revolution, though relatively short and
somewhat regionally isolated, is one of the most horrific periods in the country’s
history, with massacres, looting, raping and carnage both on the side of the rebels
and on the side of the government. Many Highlanders, nevertheless, ook proudly at
this time, believing they stepped forward to “defend the faith.”

Considerably less than 1% of the population of this town identify themselves as
evangelicals, and the vast magjority of surrounding communities are without any
congregation or witness to Christ. Recently, the Roman Catholic church announced
it was recognizing 27 new “saints’ from Mexico. Of the 27, 16 were religious lead-
erswho practiced in Jalisco. Another was born in Jalisco. Many of these were from
the Highlands region.

In the midst of this, the Bible message is going out, with evangelistic studies,
literature distribution and discipleship training. Three families have moved to this
town to work together in the extension of the Good News of Jesus Christ. Pray for
them and for the new believers to whom they are ministering.

more acres sown in
quila production,
the state. As the
several other na-
brands of tequila,

[Editor’s note] Greg and Holly,
as most subscribers to the SFMI
Prayer/News Update know, have

| worked for many years in the
country of Romania. For a variety
of reasons they returned to the USA
late last year, planning to return to
the field in the spring of this year.
However, because of
circumstances and what seems to
be the Lord’s leading, their time in
the States has been extended a
In the meantime, Holly has become
lant and they are expecting their fourth
before returning to Europe. Because
try is not location specific, Greg and Holly
been fully occupied in Texas even as they

B

would have been in Romania. Here is (discipleship) course. Several of them

a communication from Greg.

Praise the Lord for His faithful
provision. | am listening to the radio,
and they are singing
“How Great Thou Art” in
some African language,
and it's bringing tears to
my eyes. What a
wonderful reminder that
God is concerned about
those at the ends of the earth, as well
as us here in the US.

We are still working with the youth
in our church. | have been teaching
them through the thirteen-week

Romania) has seen several people

have gone out door-to-door in our area.
There is a real hunger among many of
them for obedience. It's refreshing to see
American kids hunger for God.

I am working with
the perspectives
course for our area. |
will be helping to
coordinate the course
for the spring session.
Our plan is to go back
at the end of May ‘03. In the meantime,
this will keep us in the missionary “loop.”

| don’t hear from Gawvi at all, but | do
from Dani Gruian. He told me recently that
the fellowship that we started (in Cluj,

added to it, and recently they had a
baptism.

The report from the (Romanian)
Mission is that they are seeing many
people dedicate themselves to service,
either locally, or for cross-cultural work.

The brothers in the Mission have
all been asked to speak at churches,
training seminars, and Bible schools
about missions. It's keeping them very
busy.

Holly is feeling her pregnancy, and
the Texas heat doesn’t help much! The
kids are doing great, and the oldest has
a keen desire to serve the Lord and to
know Him. In Christ, Greg




Continued from page 3

wasn’t always the case, as is evi-
denced by the myriad old church
buildings now sitting empty, remind-
ing us of better days when ‘many’
were saved thereaswell.

There are the stories of remote
tribes being evangelized, resulting
sometimesin asmany ashninety per-
cent of them receiving Christ. In
placesinAfricaright now, multitudes
arebeing saved. Certainly our Lord
isabout the business of saving souls.
Multitudes accumulating in heaven
in a gathering so great that no man
could number them, Revélaion6:9

Few or many — perhapsboth are
true. There will be an incredible
multitude saved. But hell might con-
tain an even greater crowd. 's#ah 514
No matter how incredibly large that
multitudein heaven will grow, com-
pared with the vast numberswho are
perishing, God says it is few. It re-
flects God'sinfinite concern for the
perishing and Hisgrief over thefate
that they choose. However, Hisplan
continues. He will save many, ac-
cording to the vision given to John,
morethan we canimagine, certainly
more than we could count.

God UsesUs

God'splan hasawaysbeentouse
usto reach them. Consider Matthew
20:1-7.

1* For the kingdom of heaven is
like unto a man that is an house-
holder, which went out early in the
morning to hire laborers into his
vineyard.

2 And when he had agreed with
the laborers for a penny a day, he
sent theminto hisvineyard.

3 And hewent out about thethird
hour, and saw others standing idle
inthe marketplace,

4 and said unto them; Goyealso
into thevineyard, and whatsoever is
right | will give you. And they went
their way.

5 Again he went out about the
sixth and ninth hour, and did like-
w2

6 And about the eleventh hour

hewent out, and found other s stand-
ing idle, and saith unto them, Why
stand ye here all the day idle?

7 They say unto him, Because
no man hath hired us. He saith unto
them, Go ye also into the vineyard,;
and whatsoever is right, that shall
yereceive.”

1 Seeinthisstory God’spassion
for thelost. The househol der “went
out early inthemorning.” From the
earliest moment, it wasurgent to get
towork.

He went out “to hire laborers.”
He still works through human ves-
sels. The apostle Paul asks, “How
shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without apreacher?’ Romans
1014 Uncle Sam’s slogan at onetime
was, “1 Want You for the USArmy!”
That's what God is looking for as
well—recruits for His efforts to
reach the unsaved. Are you avail-
able? He wantsto useyou.

“Hesent theminto hisvineyard.”
Twothingsareimpliedin versetwo,
responsibility and testimony. Be-
cause we arethe ones God has sent,
we are to accomplish His purpose.
And if we are not salt and light the
Scriptures say that menwill trample
us underfoot. They will see us for
what we are and despise what they
see, inwhich casewe may earntheir
reproach. On the other hand, if men
see our good worksthey will glorify
our Father. Each of us are to pos-
sess and be light, then our message
isbelievable. Wearecalled to be salt
andlight.

If the message offends, we can-
not beheld at fault. But if wearethe
offense, we must consider how that
affects our message. We are ambas-
sadorsof Christ. Proverbstellsus,
“he that wins soulsiswise.” Have
welearned how to win peopletothe
Lord? Have we become effectivein
thiswork? Thereis achallenge for
usinthisphrase, “Hesent theminto
hisvineyard.”

Reward
The next themeisreward, “And

whatsoever isright | will giveyou.”
God hasareward in mind—first of
all heaven, of course— but beside
that, theincrediblejoy of seeing souls
in heaven that you played apart in
bringing to Christ! I'm reminded of
achoruswesing,

“We ask not for riches, but look
tothe cross, You arethe Lord!

And for our inheritance, give us
thelost! You aretheLord!”

Truly that is an inheritance—
those once lost, but now redeemed
and then glorified in heaven! What
more could we ask for?Yes, wewill
berewarded fully inevery way when
we reach that home above. And to
bring some of thelost therewith us,
that will be great reward!

TheCall

Will we obey the call and get in-
volved, or will we just stand idly
about? Consider what iswritten in
versethree: Hewent out at thethird
hour and found peoplejust standing
idle. Verse six mentions the same
thing. But thegood newsisfoundin
versefour, they went. And that can
be us. We can go.

We must ask ourselves, how do|
measure up?Am | inthegroup stand-
ing idle, or am | involved reaching
those on God'’s heart? He wants to
"hire”’ us, soto speak, to gointo that
field. Thereisapart for each of us
there. Will God find uswilling and
avalable?

TheDuration of TheCall.

When doesit end? Should we be
giving up, or should we be continu-
ing to press ahead? This parable, |
believe, answers that question. We
labor oninfaith to the very end.

In the parable the householder
went out early in the morning seek-
ing laborers. That may speak of the
first apostles. But it doesn’t end
there. He continued to recruit work-
ers. He went out at the third hour,
the sixth hour and the ninth hour.
That is what God has been doing
fromtheearly church until now. And
even at the eleventh hour, when there
wasamost notimeremaining, hetill
went out, looking for |aborers. Why?

Because there was still work to be
done, till fruit to be reaped. Neither
the need nor the call changed even
in the very latest hour. That ad-
dressesthetimeinwhichwelive—
the eleventh hour. It swhereweare
inhistory.

Thisstory calls usto self-exami-
nation. How do | measureup? Am ||
standingidie?or am| workinginthe
vineyard?Am | rendered uselessbe-
cause of the apparent lateness of the
hour? May God instill the message
of thisstory into our hearts, and may
eternity reflect our laborsaswe see
many added to Hiskingdom.

I”’m not suggesting that al should
be missionariesgoing to thefarthest
corners of the world. Some will be
called there, but the rest of us are
called to work right where we live.
Right hereat our doorstepsthereare
multitudesthat need compassionate
help. Will wejust watch idly asthey
perish? They need ministers of the
truth who can show them the way.
Will God beableto “hire” you?

What should be Our Response?

1 Pray. Ask God to save many
nationwide and especially in your
community. Commit yourself to
however long it might take. Ask God
to lead you specifically in how to
pray.

2 Make yourself available to
God. Ask Himwhat your part should
be. Then do whatever He showsyou.

3 Ask God to give you skill in
thiswork of winning soulsand make
you effective.

Please don’t underestimate what
God might do if wewill smply start
praying long termfor whatison His
heart. We might actually see souls
getting saved once again.

Consider in that context the fol-
lowing Scriptures:

“Seek andyeshdll find....” Mathev77

“Shall not your heavenly Father
give good things to those who ask
Hlm')’ Matthew7:11.

Sometimeswedon’t havesmply
becausewedon’t ask. “Ask, andye

shall receive, that your joy may be
fu”_" John 16:24 .:.



Announcing the SFMI| Website

that in mind, about three years ago we initiated a Shield of Faith
website. Until now, it has not been meticulously maintained, so
the information has not been upgraded on aregular basis, which
has been an area of concern to some of us. However, afew weeks
ago, ayoung man with experiencein website maintenance came
aboard to manage that area of the ministry. We are grateful to
God for that provision.

Weinviteyou tovisit the SFM | Websiteat www.sfmiusa.org

It is our plan to post the SFMI Prayer/News Update on the
website as well as other information that will be of public con-
cern, such as breaking news of the mission field, timely articles,
and some selected communi cationsfrom readerslike you. Wewill
welcomeyour contributions.

Thelnternet has become probably the number one resource
for information in our country today. Travel information, the
purchase of airline tickets, information on rare or obscure dis-
eases, new and used car sales, evenreal estate; itisall thereon
theinternet.

Recent newspaper storiestell usof evil plotsbeing hatched
over the Internet and of contacts that have lured gullible teen-
agersinto life-threatening liaisons. Every kind of religion can
befound there, and every kind of “Christian” cult. It reflectsa
cross-section of the world's culture because al of it can be ac-
cessed from anywherein theworld.

Perhaps, for that reason, it provides agood communication
tool for thosewho arelike-minded around theworld. And with

These books are availablefor purchase

“ % God'’s Eternal Purpose: :
FQ}*O[ S The Making of Man in Law's End
LT ERNAL God’s Image

PURPOSE _
An overview of God’s plan for What does the New Testa-

The Making of Man humanity from before the cre- ment say about the Law of

in Gads Image ation to eternity Moses? Paul deals with that

132 pages in his epistle to the Galatians.

104 pages

Price $6.95 + S&H $6.95 plus S&H

Thefollowing is an excer pt from the book, The Pilgrim Church, by E.H. Broadbent, concer ning the relationship of a
second-century Christian tothesociety around him.

Amidst the confusionsof conflict-
ing parties, thereweretrueteachers,
ableand eloquent in directing souls
intheway of salvation. One, whose
nameisunknown, writing in the sec-
ond century to an inquirer named
Diognetus, setshimsdlf to answer the
guestions asked as to the mode of
worshipping God among the Chris-
tians, the reason of their faith and

devotion towards God and love to
one another, why they neither wor-
shipped the gods of the Greeks nor
followed the Jewishreligion, and why
this new practice of piety had only
so late entered theworld. Hewrites:

“Chrigtiansaredistinguished from
other men neither by country, nor lan-
guage, [living in such places] asthe

lot of each of them has determined,
and following the customs of the na-
tivesin respect to clothing, food, and
the rest of their ordinary conduct,

they display to us their wonderful

and confessedly striking method of
life. They dwell in their own coun-
tries, but ssimply as sojourners. As
citizens, they shareinall thingswith
others, and yet endure al things as

foreigners. Every foreign land isto
them astheir native country and ev-
ery land of their birth as aland of

strangers....They passtheir dayson
earth, but they arecitizensof heaven.
They obey the prescribed laws, and
at the same time, surpass the laws
by their lives.... They arereviledand
bless”
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The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the
sun unto the going down thereof. Pams=04

For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name
shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered
unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the
heathen, saith the LORD of hosts. Maachi 1:11

The SFMI Prayer/News Update is published bi-monthly and is sent free of chargeto God’s people everywhere upon request. |If you have friends to whom you
would like a copy sent, please submit their addressto this office. In response to inquiries about the cost of publication: $6.00 per year per subscriber. Yes,
contributionsto offset this cost are accepted, but not solicited.






